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HeidelbergCapital becomes majority shareholder at 
Accovion 
 

• Accovion has a leading position in the billion-dollar market for services to the 
global pharmaceutical industry 

• Restructuring within the shareholder base allows increase in stake 
 
Heidelberg, Germany, 10 July 2009 – The independent private equity investor 
HeidelbergCapital has increased its stake and gained majority in its portfolio 
company Accovion GmbH, Eschborn (Germany), in the course of restructuring within 
the shareholder base. Dechert LLP, Munich, advised on the transaction. 
 
Accovion GmbH was established in early 2002 following the spin-off of various 
divisions from Aventis. With company sites in Eschborn, Marburg and Warsaw 
(Poland), Accovion offers services to pharmaceutical and biotech companies 
supporting clinical studies and the approval process for drug developments. Accovion 
has already successfully carried out drug studies in co-operation with more than 
3,000 clinics in 31 countries.  
 
“This move has once again proven our investment policy of being an active partner 
for our portfolio companies. With Accovion, we are also demonstrating our 
willingness to assume responsibility by becoming the majority shareholder. Accovion 
is a high-growth company which is excellently positioned in a very interesting 
market,” said Dr. Clemens Doppler, Managing Partner at HeidelbergCapital and a 
member of the Accovion Advisory Board. 
 
Martin Schröder, CEO of Accovion, added: “With our highly sophisticated services for 
the pharmaceutical and biotechnology sector, we are active in a billion-dollar market 
worldwide. This market has grown by approximately 15% p.a. in recent years. Since 
the spin-off in 2002, our workforce has increased from 100 to about 230. Our sales 
have grown year by year, while being continually profitable. Between 50 and 60 
clients in Germany and abroad currently place their trust in our services. The trend 
towards outsourcing such services in the pharmaceutical industry will continue in the 
future.” 



 
 
 
 
 
Company Location: 
 
HeidelbergCapital 
Asset Management GmbH 
Alte Glockengießerei 9 
69115 Heidelberg 
Germany 
www.heidelbergcapital.de 
 
 
PR contact: 
 
Cortent Kommunikation AG 
Gerd Rückel 
Tel: 069 / 5770 300 31 
Mail: gerd.rueckel@cortent.de 
 
 
About HeidelbergCapital: 
HeidelbergCapital is an independent Private Equity Group, which was founded mid 2007 by Prof. Dr. 
Martin Weiblen, former Managing Director of a large family office based in London, who jointly 
manages the group with Dr. Clemens Doppler, a former Partner at 3i. Funded by the NYC-based 
global Private Equity Investor Auda, HeidelbergCapital specialises in the Secondary Direct Investment 
market. The investment focus ranges from equity stakes in young enterprises to such in established 
mid-size operations. As an active partner, HeidelbergCapital supports its companies not only from a 
strategic perspective of the businesses and markets, but also provides funding for further growth. 
 
 
About Accovion 
Founded in 2002, ACCOVION is a full-service clinical development organization which provides 
services to the research-based pharmaceutical and biotechnology industry. ACCOVION plans and 
conducts national and international clinical studies to proof safety and efficacy of investigational 
medicinal products. The company is known to lead the sector of premium services in the clinical 
development area. In this context international acquisitions were contemplated to further expand 
competencies and business activities, strengthening the company’s position in the international market 
environment. 
 
 
About Dechert 
Established in the U.S. in 1875, Dechert LLP is an international law firm engaged in highly sophisti-
cated areas of practice. With more than 800 fee earners practicing in 40-plus practice areas, Dechert 
provides clients with a full range of legal services world-wide. Our lawyers work from 19 offices, includ-
ing Beijing, Boston, Brussels, Hong Kong, London, Luxembourg, Moscow, Munich, New York, Paris, 
Philadelphia, Silicon Valley and Washington D.C. We offer a fully integrated international capability, 
which allows our clients to work across borders and reflects the way they themselves conduct busi-
ness.  
 
Deal-Team Dechert LLP: Berthold Hummel, Katja Heuterkes, Julia Braun. 
 


