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HeidelbergCapital participates in financing round for 
pharmaceutical company vasopharm 
 
 

• Financing round amounting to € 4.5 million 
• New funds for promising medication in phase IIa clinical trials 
• Venture capital available to innovative companies even in the current situation 

 
 
Heidelberg, 14 May 2009 – HeidelbergCapital has participated in a financing round 
for vasopharm, one of its portfolio companies active in the discovery and 
development of novel therapeutics. Led by EMBL Ventures, Heidelberg, a total of 
€ 4.5 million was made available to vasopharm, enabling the company to proceed 
with phase IIa clinical trials for a promising innovative therapeutic compound. Other 
participants in this financing round were the Entrepreneurs Fund, London, and state-
owned KfW Bankengruppe, Frankfurt. 
 
vasopharm will use these funds to further develop their compound VAS 203, which is 
intended to be used in the treatment of craniocerebral trauma and two further 
indications. Often these injuries lead to a life-threatening increase of intracranial 
pressure in patients, which can result in lasting disability or even death. No adequate 
therapeutic medication currently exists; VAS 203, however, has already 
demonstrated its safety and tolerability in two phase I clinical studies.  
 
Every year, approximately two million patients with traumatic cerebral injuries are 
admitted to hospital in the USA alone, often as a result of road accidents. Of these, 
about 80,000 retain long-term disabilities and more than 50,000 die. The combined 
US and European markets for an effective medication for the treatment of 
craniocerebral trauma are estimated to top $ 1 billion.  
 
“Our participation in the financing round for vasopharm underlines 
HeidelbergCapital’s investment philosophy: as an active partner, we provide our 
portfolio companies with additional funding when needed. VAS 203 is a true 
innovation in a pharmaceutical market dominated by generic drugs. This transaction 
proves that venture capital financing is still possible, even in the extremely difficult 
market situation we are currently experiencing,” according to Dr Clemens Doppler, 
Managing Partner at HeidelbergCapital and member of vasopharm’s Advisory Board. 
 



 
 
Company Location: 
 
HeidelbergCapital 
Asset Management GmbH 
Der Turm - Alte Glockengießerei 9 
69115 Heidelberg 
Germany 
www.heidelbergcapital.de 
 
 
PR contact: 
 
Cortent Kommunikation AG 
Gerd Rückel 
Tel: 069 / 5770 300 31 
Mail: gerd.rueckel@cortent.de 
 
 
About HeidelbergCapital: 
 
HeidelbergCapital is an independent Private Equity Group, which was founded mid 2007 by Prof. Dr. 
Martin Weiblen, former Managing Director of a large family office based in London, who jointly 
manages the group with Dr. Clemens Doppler, a former Partner at 3i. Funded by the NYC-based 
global Private Equity Investor Auda, HeidelbergCapital specialises in the Secondary Direct Investment 
market. The investment focus ranges from equity stakes in young enterprises to such in established 
mid-size operations. As an active partner, HeidelbergCapital supports its companies not only from a 
strategic perspective of the businesses and markets, but also provides funding for further growth. 


